HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

deduce with certainty from past explorations is the following :
The Katra must have been the site of a Buddhist monastery
named Yasi-Vihara, which was still extant in the middle of the
sixth century. The Kankali Tila contained a Jaina Stupa
named "Vadra-Stupa" and apparently was of considerable age,
as at the time of Huvishka's reign its origin was ascribed to the
gods (Dowson, "Ancient Inscriptions from Mathura"). On the
Jamalpur site, there once stood a Buddhist monastery founded
by Huvishka in the year 47 of Kanishka's era, and no doubt
connected with a stupa, as we may infer from the discovery of
the railing-pillars on this site. The Indian Museum at
Calcutta contains 28 sculptures from Mathura, which include
the so-called Silenus and Herakles strangling the Naemean
lion. They are fully described in Anderson's Catalogue,

The vast amount of sculptural remains discovered at
Mathura would suffice to show the importance of this place in
the history of Indian art. It is remarkable that the only
statue, which on the strength of the inscriptions, can be
assigned to the Maurya period is found at Parkham, half-way
between Mathura and Agra. The Satraps, who ruled at
Mathura in the first century B.C., patronised the arts of
architecture and sculpture, as appears from the inscribed
lion-capital in the British Museum. "The great flourishing
period of the Mathura School undoubtedly coincides with the
reign of the great Kushana rulers, Kanishka, Huvishka, and
Vasudeva" (vide Dr. Luders' article in the Indian Antiquary,
vol. xxxiii). The bulk of the inscriptions found on or in
connection with Mathura Sculptures are written in Brahmi of
the Kushana type.

The startling discovery of a statue of King Kanishka in
the neighbourhood of Mathura had already been announced to
the learned world. The statue together with the lower half of
a divine image and an inscribed pedestal was found, a little to
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